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too want to congratulate the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-
BALART), who really has shown an in-
credible amount of leadership and abil-
ity on this issue. We really have been a 
team effort and this really has been a 
bipartisan effort by a number of Mem-
bers in this Congress to really explain 
to our colleagues the importance of 
this issue, that this is really clearly in 
America’s national interest and our fi-
nancial interest and in our moral inter-
est to support and make sure this bill 
occurs. 

I actually look forward to the day 
when our roles are reversed and I am in 
the majority helping on these types of 
issues and my good friend and col-
league from Florida is in the minority 
helping us on these issues and each of 
us will have a chance to replay some of 
these thoughts. But really in closing, I 
guess I would just reiterate what my 
colleagues have said over the last hour 
or so, but I will mention one specific 
thing. 

As has been mentioned, I had the op-
portunity to view some of the devasta-
tion. Words truly cannot describe the 
level of devastation. I mentioned some 
things in my opening statement, sta-
tistics, facts, historical analogies of 
what has occurred, and they are sig-
nificant. It is hard to comprehend the 
pictures on television of the devasta-
tion that really did not match in any 
way in numbers of thousands killed or 
millions displaced. They do not, I 
think, give us that sense. We attempt 
to use those numbers to try to explain 
to us, but witnessing mud slides that 
literally wiped out entire villages, 
there is not a trace, not a building, not 
a street at all, where literally thou-
sands of people are buried under 40 feet 
of mud is an incredible sight, the dev-
astation that has occurred. That is 
really the component, the sort of hu-
manitarian component to show what 
the United States must do to lend a 
hand, that we need to, that we did not 
choose to be in this situation but we 
are in that situation. If we do not help, 
the reality is no one will. These econo-
mies are not in a position to rebuild on 
their own in any short period of time.
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The number has been mentioned, 25 
years. That is not an unfair or unlikely 
scenario. 

Finally in closing, as I mentioned, 
this really is in our interest. This has 
been a success story in terms of Amer-
ican foreign policy. As my colleague 
from Florida has mentioned, we have, 
unfortunately, only one country in our 
hemisphere that has not taken the 
road to democracy and open economies, 
and hopefully relatively soon that will 
change as well. But to continue that 
record we are going to need to pass this 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the support of 
the motion to instruct.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
EWING). Without objection, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion 
to instruct. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to instruct 
offered by the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. DEUTSCH). 

The motion to instruct was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table.
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REQUEST FOR FUNDS FOR CON-
TINUED OPERATIONS OF U.S. 
FORCES IN BOSNIA AND 
HERZEGOVINA—MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on International Relations and the 
Committee on Armed Services, and or-
dered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 1203 of the Strom Thurmond 

National Defense Authorization Act 
For Fiscal Year 1999, Public Law 105–
261 (the Act), requires submission of a 
report to the Congress whenever the 
President submits a request for funds 
for continued operations of U.S. forces 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

In connection with my Administra-
tion’s request for funds for FY 2000, the 
attached report fulfills the require-
ments of section 1203 of the Act. 

I want to emphasize again my contin-
ued commitment to close consultation 
with the Congress on political and 
military matters concerning Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with the Congress in 
the months ahead as we work to estab-
lish a lasting peace in the Balkans. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 12, 1999. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

MCCAFFREY COVERS UP CASTRO’S 
PARTICIPATION IN DRUG TRAF-
FICKING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-
BALART) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise for two reasons this evening. 

First, I want to say, I would like to 
say, how embarrassed I was for the 
drug czar, Mr. McCaffrey, recently 
when I read wire reports that he con-
tinues to cover up the well-known, es-
tablished, reiterated, longstanding par-
ticipation by the Castro dictatorship in 
drug trafficking. This is an extremely 
serious reality, but the drug czar and 
other officials of this administration 
continue to cover it up. And so I make 
reference once again to the letter that, 
along with the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BURTON) and the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), I 
sent General McCaffrey in November of 
1996 in detail relating the evidence that 
has been made public; it is not classi-
fied, it is well known; of the long-
standing and reiterated participation 
of the Cuban dictatorship in facili-
tating the importation of tons of Co-
lumbian cartel cocaine into the United 
States. And I asked that he answer, the 
drug czar, Mr. McCaffrey, our letters, 
that letter and subsequent letters, with 
the seriousness that this issue de-
serves. 
CLINTON ADMINISTRATION REFUSES TO RETURN 

‘‘THE HUMAN RIGHTS’’
Mr. DIAZ-BALART. I also rise, Mr. 

Speaker, because a very distinguished 
friend of mine in South Florida at this 
point is on a hunger strike. He is the 
leader of a movement known as the De-
mocracy Movement. It is a peaceful 
movement that advocates change, 
democratic change, in Cuba. 

And they have two vessels, and on 
December 10 they were heading south, 
and, pursuant to an executive order 
issued by the President, the Coast 
Guard boarded the vessel. It is known, 
it is called, The Human Rights, and it 
was the day that the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights was being 
commemorated, the anniversary of it, 
the 50th anniversary, in fact, of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. And the Coast Guard boarded it 
and found some documents that re-
ferred to the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and since that day dis-
sidents within Cuba had announced 
that they were going to attempt to 
demonstrate peacefully in commemo-
ration of the 50th anniversary of the 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

This vessel, The Human Rights, was 
boarded by the Coast Guard and con-
fiscated, and to this date the Clinton 
administration refuses to give it back. 

Mr. Speaker, it is really unconscion-
able. More than even unfortunate, it is 
unconscionable. 

So I asked the administration to note 
the hunger strike by Ramon Saul 
Sanchez to return The Human Rights 
vessel that was confiscated, as I say, 
for the crime, in quotes, of being found 
on the high seas with documents in 
support of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and here is the official 
communication of the Department of 
Treasury. 
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